MARLBOROUGH
The King, having assembled such peers and Privy Council-
lors as were still in London, was advised by them to enter into
negotiations with the Prince of Orange and to accord an
amnesty to all who had joined him. He nominated Halifax,
Nottingham, and Godolphin as his Commissioners to treat
with William. He did not know that Halifax and Nottingham
had both been privy to William's design. Neither did Halifax
know that the King had no intention to treat, and was only
using the negotiations as the means of gaining time to send
his wife and child abroad and to follow them himself. William,
on his part, was in no hurry, and more than a week passed
before the necessary safe-conducts were granted to the Com-
missioners, and they were conducted to his headquarters,
which had now reached Hungerford, Meanwhile James had
sent his infant heir to Portsmouth with orders to Dartmouth
to send him at once to France. Dartmouth, for all his loyalty,
refused to obey this fatal command, which he declared would
render him " guilty of treason to Your Majesty and the known
laws of the kingdom." " Pardon me therefore, Sir," he wrote
from Spithead on December 3,
if on my bended knees, I beg of you to apply yourself to other
counsels; for the doing this looks like nothing less than despair
to the degree of not only giving your enemies encouragement,
but distrust of your friends and people, who I do not despair
but will yet stand by you, in the defence and right of your lawful
successor. . . . Pray, Sir, consider further on this weighty point:
For can the Prince's being sent to France, have other prospect
than the entailing a perpetual war upon your nation and posterity;
and giving France always a temptation to molest, invade, nay
hazard the conquest of England, which I hope in God never
to see. . . -1
But James was not to be deterred. The baby Prince
was brought back from Portsmouth, and on the night of
December 9 the Queen, escorted only by Count Lauzun and
Riva, an Italian gentleman, escaped, with her child, to Graves-
end and thence to France. As soon as the King knew that
his wife and son were safely off he prepared to follow them.
1 Dakymple, ii, Part II, 246.
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